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TO BUILD A TOWN

"There is a secret in building a town. Do
you know what it is? It takes a stiff back
bone, a spirit of progressiveness and
determination to win out, and a
disposition that can stand all sorts of
criticism."

—Words written by George H. Amerige
in 1937, when he was 82 years old.
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DEDICATION

This little book is dedicated to
all the boys and girls in Fullerton,

now, and in the years to come.
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THANK YOU

A word of appreciation should be given to the many people
who helped with this little book:

All the "old timers" who so graciously and patiently answered
my endless questions; City Librarian Carolyn Johnson for
her constant support and encouragement; the Reference and
Audio-Visual Departments, Fullerton Public Library, for all
kinds of help; Beverly Schmidt, for her generous information
and encouragement; the Oral History Program, California
State University, Fullerton, who graciously allowed meto use
some of their interview material; all the peoplein all the offices
and departments of the City of Fullerton, who gave me much
information, time and time again; the Fullerton Chamber of
Commerce office staff, for their friendly help with pictures
and information; the Fullerton Daily News-Tribune, for a great
deal of help with old photographs; the Curriculum and Audio-
Visual Departments, Fullerton Elementary Schools, for
constructive suggestions in material and manuscript
preparation; my husband, who (always with patience) helped
me search out many sites around the town; and all the many
others who showed interest, answered questions, and sent me
on my way with the words, "Oh you should gotalk to . . . !"

D.M.S.



TO THE BOYS AND GIRLS OF FULLERTON:

This is a true story. To find out about the history of
Fullerton, | read many books and newspapers. | talked to many
older people who lived in Fullerton when it was just a little
town. They were boys and girls then. Now they like to talk
about "the old days."

Sometimes one person remembered something that
happened in a little different way than another person
remembered it. Sometimes it was hard for them to be sure
what year certain things happened. Seventy or eighty years
Is along time to remember! But this story is as true as | can
tell it.

The year Fullerton began — 1887 — seems a long time
ago. But interesting things happened there hundreds of years
before that date. You may be suprised to learn how many
interesting things did happen in your town's history!

Look at a map of Fullerton. Look at the names of the
streets. You will see a "name picture" of the history of the
town. The Spaniards, the Basques, the early pioneers, the
people who came a short time ago -- they are all thereto see.

There are even some streets with Indian names. But these
names are from tribes who lived in other places. We do not
seem to have any names or words for our streets from the
Indians who used to live where our town was built.

| hope you will enjoy this story of your hometown. | hope
it will help you (and also your mothers and fathers) when
your teacher asks you to "write a report on Fullerton."

DORA MAY SIM
X



"FULLERTON: A FINE PLACE TO WORK,
PLAY, AND LIVE."

This is the official seal of the city of Fullerton. It is
Fullerton's special "sign" or "mark." No other city has one
just like it. Tom Van Sant is the artist who made the seal.
It is made in mosaic. The seal is placed over the front door
of the Fullerton City Hall.

In the picture thereis a man, awoman, and a child. They
stand for all the families in our town.

The orange tree stands for all the orange orchards that
arein Fullerton, or that used to be there.

The open book stands for all the nice things in Fullerton,
like schools, libraries, music and art clubs, and churches.

X
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THE FIRST PEOPLE
The history of Fullerton began long before
the white men came. First there were wild
animals. The animals were there thousands of
years ago. They roamed the land where Fullerton
was to be.

There were saber-toothed tigers, mammoths,
camels, and big pond turtles. The bones of these
animals have been found in Fullerton near
Rosecrans Avenue and Beach Boulevard.

The bones were dug up by paleontologists.
They are people who study bones to learn about
the past history of a place. No bones of the big
dinosaurs have ever been found in Fullerton.

The first people who lived in Fullerton were
Indians. Nobody knows just when the Indians
first came. It was hundreds of years ago. It is
possible there were Indians living there about
4,000 years ago. Paleontologists have dug up



Indian bones. They have found rocks burned
black by Indian cooking fires.

Very little is known about these early
Indians. Hundreds and hundreds of years passed.
Then the Spaniards came and built missions in
California. Each mission controlled many miles
of land. All the Indians who lived on the land
of each mission were named after that mission.

The north Orange County Indians belonged
to the San Gabriel Mission. Father Junipero Serra
started the mission in 1771. The Indians were
called Gabrielenos. They spoke the Shoshonean
language. They had no written words, no books.

Most of the time the Gabrielenos Indians
lived out of doors. In winter they lived in round
houses made of poles covered with long grass or
tree branches. These houses looked like big round
baskets turned upside down.



Each group of Indians had its own village.
Each group had its own section of land for
gathering food. Mush made from ground-up
acorns was the main food. They also ate insects,
seeds, fish, and small animals.

The Indians cooked their food in baskets.
They put the food and some water in the baskets.

Then they dropped in hot stones to make the water
boil.

Sometimes they cook-
ed their food on top of
flat rocks. These rocks
were also used for grinding
acorns. There are still
grinding holes in a big
rock in Black Star Can-
yon, near lrvine Park.




The Indian boys and men wore few clothes.
The girls and women wore skirts make of grass
or animal skins. They also wore short jackets
made of rabbit skins.

Most of the grown-ups wore a cap that looked
like a small basket. This was for protection from
the hot sun. Sometimes the Indians cooked food
in the cap. It was also handy for carrying water.

Where did the Indians get their water? Some
people think the Indians probably got their water
from natural wells or springs of water. There were
quite a few of these springs in the Fullerton area
a long time ago.

Long ago, there were also small streams of
water which flowed down from the hills, running
in some of the canyons to the Santa Ana River.
Perhaps the Indians got some of their water from
these small streams, called creeks.



Most of the streams and springs are dried
up now, but there is still a good spring of water
in the hills where Domingo Bastanchury once had
his ranch.

The early Indians of north Orange County
made little, if any, pottery. And they did not fight
wars very often. They were peaceful Indians.

* *x *x %

Once there was a small Indian village in
Fullerton. It was there long, long before any
settlers came. It was on a low hill near the place
where Bastanchury Road meets Malvern Avenue
today.

A stream near the bottom of the hill perhaps
was their water supply. There is a stream there
today, in a deep cement ditch. It is called the
barranca.

Nobody knows how long ago the I ndians built
the village. Perhaps at first the Indians lived



along the ocean. After the Spaniards came, the
Indians may have decided to move inland. They
chose to build their village in a place that later
would be the northwest part of Fullerton.

Domingo Bastanchury, an early settler, paid
Indians from this village to work on his big sheep
ranch. The ranch was on the hills north and east
of the village.

A few years ago some people dug up Indian
cooking and grinding stones on the hill. These
show that a group of Indians lived there for many
years.

Sometimes people ask, "What happened to
the Indians?" As far as anyone knows, there are
no Gabrielenos Indians left in Fullerton. One
person who has studied about these Indians
thinks perhaps this is what may have happened
to them.



The mission padres tried to teach the Indians
to live like the Spanish people. It was very hard
for the Indians to change their old ways of living.

When the Mexican government ordered the
missions to be closed, the Indians were left with
no one to tell them what to do. They were used
to the padres and the soldiers telling them exactly
what to do each day. When the padres closed the
missions and went away, the Indians did not
know how to take care of themselves.

Some of the Indians had died from hard work
at the missions and on the ranchos. Many of them
died from diseases caught from the white men
such as measles and chicken pox. The number
of Indians grew smaller and smaller each year.

Many of the Indians could not find enough
food to eat after the missions were closed. Many
became sick and died. Some of them may have



moved away and joined other tribes, perhaps to
the south towards San Diego.

&



ON THE KING'S HIGHWAY
The first European person who came to the
placethatis now Fullerton was Gaspar de Portola.
He was a soldier for the King of Spain.

The Spanish king wanted more lands. He sent
soldiers to all parts of the world to claim lands
for Spain. Some of the Spanish soldiers came
across the ocean from Spain to Mexico. Later they
came to the new land of California. Portola was
one of these soldiers.

Portola led a group of people from Mexico to
what is now Monterey, California, in 1769. There
were soldiers and padres (priests) in the group.

Father Junipero Serra was one of the padres.
He and the other padres came to build missions
(churches). Father Serra stayed in what is now
San Diego. There he started the first mission in
California, in the year 1769.
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Portola and his soldiers came to build forts
(presidios) along the coast of California. These
forts were to protect and keep the land for Spain.
No other country would be allowed to claim the
land.

Portola and his group rested for several weeks
in what is now San Diego. They packed more food
and supplies. Then they started thelong trip north
to Monterey to build a fort there.

* k Kk %

While the group was traveling through what
is now Orange County, they came to aline of low
mountains. It was St. Ann's Day. They named
the hills the Santa Ana Mountains.

After crossing these hills, they camped beside
ariver. Father Juan Crespi was one of the padres
inthe group. Hethought theriver was so beautiful
that he named it Rio de Dulcissmo Nombre de
Jesus, "River of the Sweetest Name of Jesus."

11



The next day strong earthquakes shook the
ground where the men were camped. Father
Crespi decided to change the name of the river.
This time he named it Rio del Dulcisssmo Nombre
de Jesus del Temblores. In English, this means
"River of the Sweetest Name of Jesus of the
Earthquakes."

This was too long a name for Portola's
soldiers to remember. They called the river Rio
de Santa Ana. It seemed to come from the Santa
Ana Mountains. It has been called the Santa Ana

River ever since.

The next day Portola and his men must have
passed through what is now Fullerton. They may
have crossed the hills about where Acacia Avenue
is today. That night they camped in the valley
where the town of La Habra is now.



Father Crespi kept a diary of the trip. He
wrote in a little book everything that happened.
That is how we know what they did each day.

* k Kk %

Something very important was happening on
the other side of the United States about that time.
George Washington and his friends wanted
Americato be afree country. In afew years, they
fought a war against England. It was called the
Revolutionary War. That was the beginning of
the United States of America.

* Kk Kk %

After Portola's journey to Monterey, many
more Spanish soldiers and padres came to
California. The padres built twenty-one missions
along Portola's trail.

The mission padres traveled along the dirt
trail when they went from one mission to another.
The Spanish name for the trail was EI Camino

13



Real. In English, this means "The King's
Highway."

For along time it was the main road up and
down the lower part of California. More than a
hundred years later a modern highway was built
along almost the same trail. Even today it is still
called El Camino Real. The other modern name

foritis"Highway 101."

* x %

In Orange County, the highway is divided
into two partsfor afew miles. The upper (older)
part passes through Fullerton. This is called an
alternate highway. This means a person may
choose to drive on either the older or the newer
part of EI Camino Real.

* x %

Many years ago there were some people in
California who were proud of California's early
history. They wanted everyone to know about

14



Portola's journey and the missions built by the

padres.

These people had a plan to set up large metal

bells at certain places along EI Camino Real. The

bells hung from curved posts. The bells were made

to look like the ones used in the early missions.

There are four of these bells in Fullerton. All of

them are on Harbor Boulevard.

El

Camino

Keal

More than four hundred bells
have been set up in cities and
towns along ElI Camino Real.
They mark the highway between
thefirst missionin San Diego and
thelast mission in Sonoma. They
show where Portola and his
soldiers, and also the mission
padres, traveled 200 years ago.

&
%
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RANCHOS AND RANCHEROS
The Spanish soldiers built forts up and down
the coast of Southern California. The padres built
missions up and down the coast. Soon early
Spanish settlers came. They started little villages
or towns called pueblos.

Los Angeles was one of these pueblos. The
early Spanish settlers named it El Pueblo de
Nuestra Senora la Reina de Los Angeles, which
means "The Town of Our Lady, Queen of the
Angels." Today it is often called "The City of
Angels."

The Spanish king needed a special helper to
oversee all these new forts and pueblos. The hel per
was called a "governor." He was in charge of all
of California.

In 1821, Mexico fought a war against Spain.
Mexico became a free country. That meant that
California now belonged to Mexico, instead of to

16



Spain. From then on, the governors of California
came from Mexico.

The governors often gave large sections of
land to people who asked for them. These pieces
of land were called land grants.

In 1835, Juan Pacifico Ontiveras asked for
a land grant. He was a Spanish soldier. At that
time there was trouble in the government of
Mexico. The governors were changed several
times in the next few years.

Juan Pacifico Ontiveras had to wait two
years. In 1837, Governor Alvardo gave him more
that 35,000 acres of land.

The Spanish name of this land grant was
Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa Ana.
In English this means "Saint John's Canyon
Ranch of Santa Ana." Many years later, the town
of Fullerton was built on part of this land.

* Kk Kk %
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Juan Pacifico Ontiveras was a ranchero. He
and other rancheros raised thousands of cattle,
horses, and sheep. They built adobe houses. They
raised their own vegetables, fruits, and grain.
They needed plenty of water for their lands and
animals. They brought the water in open ditches

from the Santa Ana River.

* * * %

Then there was another war. This time
Mexico fought against the United States. Both
countries wanted to own California. The United
States won the war. A peace treaty was signed
in 1848. Two years later, California became the
thirty-first state of the United States.

Many people began to come to the new state
of California. The ones who came looking for gold
in 1849 were called "the Forty-niners." Other
people came to buy land and start farms.

18



In 1857, Juan Pacifico Ontiveras sold part
of his land to some German people. They wanted
to plant grape vineyards. These were the people
who started the town of Anaheim. He also gave
them permission to use water from the Santa Ana
River. This permission is called water rights.
Water is very important to farmers.

A few years later, the Ontiveras family sold
the rest of Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa Ana.
Most of it was sold to Don Abel Stearns.

He was an American, but everyone called him
by the Spanish name of Don Abel Stearns. He
had decided to become a Mexican citizen when
California still belonged to Mexico.

Don Abel also bought many other pieces of
land from other rancheros. His land was called
the Stearns Ranchos. After a few years, he did
not have enough money to keep so much land.
Finally, it was divided up and sold to early
settlers.

19



Fullerton was built on part of Don Abel
Stearns' land. It was the part he had bought from
Juan Pacifico Ontiveras. It was the Spanish land
grant called Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa
Ana.

* * * %

There are many thingsin our way of life today
that remind us of the days of the Spaniards and
the Mexicans who once lived in California.

Many cities and towns and rivers and
mountains have Spanish names. Streets and
buildings are often given Spanish names, too.
Many of the words we speak every day have come
to us from the Spanish language. Do you
sometimes have a barbecue in your patio and eat

tamales?

Some of the most beautiful buildings in
California are copied from Spanish-style
buildings. They are made of stucco, with red tile



roofs. California homes are often built with red
tile roofs, too. Other homes are sometimes built
like the low, rambling Mexican ranch houses of
the rancho days.

One of the best examples of a Spanish style
building in Fullerton is the Fullerton Police
Station (237 W. Commonwealth Avenue), which
was built in 1942 as the Fullerton City Hall.

2
&6
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THE PIONEERS
Early pioneers began to come to the Fullerton
area in the 1860s. This was many years before
the town was started. Abraham Lincoln was
President of the United States then.

The pioneers came from northern California.
They came from the eastern part of the United
States. Some came from other countries.

Many came because they had heard about
the wonderful weather and the good soil. They
bought land and built small homes. They planted
crops.

At first it was hard to water the crops. Most
people had to depend on rain. Some years there
was not enough rain. The crops dried up.

Later, the farmers had water rights to use
water from the Santa Ana River. Then they were



able to grow more crops. They grew things like
hay, grapes, oranges, vegetables, and walnuts.

* *x * %

Domingo Bastanchury was one of the first
pioneers in Fullerton. He came in 1860 from the
Basque country of France. It took him half a year
to make the trip on a sailing ship.

At first he worked as a sheepherder to earn
money. He saved his money until he had enough
to buy some land and sheep of his own. After a
few years, he owned one of the largest herds of
sheep in California. The ranch covered much of
the area north of present-day Fullerton.

Domingo Bastanchury also had a fine hog
farm on hisranch. He had about 1,000 hogs. Y ears
ago, garbage from Fullerton and other nearby
towns was fed to the hogs. The garbage was taken
to the hog farm by big wagons pulled by teams
of horses.

23



In later years, the Bastanchury family sold
most of their sheep and hogs. Then they planted
orangetrees on theranch. It was one of the largest

orange ranches in the
world. But sometimes

the oranges did not &
grow very well. The %

*ﬁ |
ground was too hard =
under the good top
soil

The Bastanchury Ranch was once called
Rancho Vista del Mar. This means "Sea View
Ranch," because on a clear day the ocean could
be seen from the hills on the ranch. Later, part
of it was called Sunny Hills Ranch.

In the 1950s, many new people came to live
in Fullerton. They needed homes to live in. The
orange trees on the big ranch were taken out. The
land was divided up and sold.

24



Many new homes were built on the
Bastanchury land. A shopping center was built.
St. Jude Hospital now stands where Mr.
Bastanchury's sheep used to graze on the hills.

Today, three streets in Fullerton are named
after Domingo Bastanchury. They are Domingo
Road, Domingo Place, and Bastanchury Road.

Otto des Granges was another early pioneer.
He came to what is now Fullerton in 1872. He
bought farm land. He planted barley and other
kinds of hay.

The house he built for his family is still
standing on East Wilshire Avenue. It is possibly
the oldest building in Fullerton.

In 1873, Mr. des Granges planted some pepper
trees to shade his house. They are still growing
in the yard. They are more than 100 years old!

* * * %
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The Pierre Nicolas family came to Fullerton
in 1887. They bought land and planted orange
trees. They also planted walnut trees.

The road in front of their house was named
Nicolas Avenue. A few years ago the name was
changed to Euclid Avenue. Nicolas Junior High
School is named after the family. The school
stands almost across the street from where the
old Nicolas home used to be.

* % *x %

Alexander McDermott brought his family to
Fullerton in a wagon pulled by horses in 1882.
His little girl was just eight years old. Her name
was Grace.

They cameto thetop of the low hill, just north
of where the airport is today. Mr. McDermott
stopped the horses. He pointed to the east.

"Now you can see your new home," he said
to Grace.

26



Grace looked where her father pointed. She
thought there would be a white farm house and
a red barn and lots of green fields. But all she
saw were great fields of dry mustard weeds, as
high as a horse's head. She did not think she
would like her new home.

The McDermotts bought sixty acres of land.
They built a house near the Nicolas ranch.

About two miles from the McDermott farm
there were two old adobe buildings. No one lived
in them. Parts of the walls had fallen down. One
was at the end of Basque Avenue. The other one
was a little farther up the hill, on Carhart Hill.

Sometimes Mrs. McDermott let Grace and her
brothers walk to the adobes to play. That was
a special treat. The children were sure that there
were chests of gold buried around the old
buildings. They always took along a shovel, to
dig for the gold.

27



Once in a while the shovel would hit
something hard. Then Grace and the boys were
excited. They knew they had found a chest of gold!
But it was always just a rock that the shovel hit.

They never found any gold.

In the year 1884 Herbert A. Ford came to the
Fullerton area. Mr. Ford started one of the first
grocery stores in the town. That was in 1889. It
was in part of the big building at the corner of
Harbor Boulevard (then Spadra Road) and
Commonwealth Avenue.

In a few years Mr. Ford sold his business
to Mr. Stern and Mr. Goodman. They had a store
right next door in the same building. They sold
clothes and shoes and other things besides
groceries.

Mr. Ford built ahome on alarge piece of land
at the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and

28



Highland Avenue. He planted orange trees and
walnut trees.

About 1894 he planted two Cypress trees at
the corner of his front yard. They are still growing
there, with a stone bench between them. They are
big trees now.

Every year at Christmas time city workmen
used to decorate the trees with hundreds of colored
lights. Now the Christmas lights are no longer
put on the trees.

The city hall now stands where Mr. Ford's
home used to be. Ford Avenue, near the city hall,
is named after Mr. Ford's family.

HERBERT A. FORD

(Photo courtesy of Fullerton
Daily News Tribune)
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